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Mr. Chairman,

The Philippine delegation wishes to congratulate you and the members of your Bureau on your

well-deserved election. We commit our full support and commitment to the successful

completion of the agenda at hand for this historic 47 thSession.

Mr. Chairman,The Philippines is pleased and honored to take part in this gathering of UN

Member States to collectively assess the status of the implementation of the twenty year-old

ICPD Programme of Action. Our participation todayreflects the country's renewed commitment

towards the realization of the ICPD promise in our country and among all country members.

Mr. Chairman,we wish to express our agreement to the findings and recommendations of the

ICPD Beyond 2014 Global Report and support the call for these recommendations to become an

integral part of the Post-2015 Development Agenda. We likewise express our commitment to

the Asian and the Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development forged during

the 6 th Asian and the Pacific Population Conference. We take these actions as critical areas that

the country needs to address in order to advance the objectives of the ICPD PoA and the

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Within the context of the population and development

situation in the country, we wish to emphasize the strategic significance of the following actions:

I. DIGNITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Eliminate poverty in its multiple dimensions by addressing inequity

Poverty remains asignificant factor for full socio-economic development in the country. In the

context of an improving macro-economic performance in the country (with 7.2% GDP growth

rate in 2013), the country is working hard to translate the fruits of this economic gain to

generation of employment and provision of basic services to the 4.2 million poor families.

The current Administration's main flagship program for inclusive growthand poverty reduction

is the PantawidPamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps). This human development program adopts a
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conditional cash transfer (CCT) modality thatinvests in the health and education of poor

households. As of this year, the program has already enrolled about four million poor

households. The Congress has just approved additional budget for the expansion of the program.

Empowerment of women and gender equality

The economic and political status of Filipino women has been lauded at the 2013 World

Economic Forum as one of the 10 highest in the world as a result of its national and local GAD

policy and program measures. Nonetheless, substantive gender equality, especially of poor and

marginalized women remains a critical development concern in the country. With the full

implementation of the Magna Carta of Women, we hope to increasethe socio-economic and

political empowerment condition of Filipino women. We commit to thechallenge oftotally

eliminating gender-based violence and the provision of services that can mitigate the

consequences of violence and can fully rehabilitate those who experience it. There also a need to

build organizational capacities for gender mainstreaming particularly the use of the mandated

GAD budget.

The country likewise supports initiatives to eliminate discrimination of the most marginalized

groups of women and girls, including those experiencing multiple and intersecting forms of

discrimination based on age, economic status, language, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation

and gender identity, and other social categories.

Promote the wellbeing and rights including sexual and reproductive health and rights of

older persons, persons with disabilities, and indigenous peoples

Older persons, persons with disability, and indigenous peoples are among the most neglected

groups in the Philippines, whose upliftment requires an integrated development approach that is

responsive to their economic, gender and other social vulnerabilities, including sexual and

reproductive health.

The Philippines has instituted laws and programs that promote the rights and wellbeing of older

persons. The country, however, has yet to implement measures that ensure social protection and

income security of older persons; eradicate all forms of discrimination; increase their

productivity; address their reproductive health concerns; and, strengthen life-long learning.
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To strengthen the existing Magna Carta for Persons with Disabilities, efforts will be pursued to

eradicate all forms of direct and indirect discrimination towards persons with disabilities in

employment, inter-personal violence, sub-standard care, and their social isolation.

The rights and concerns of indigenous people are protected and guaranteed by the existing

Indigenous Peoples Rights Act. Nevertheless, the existing law still has to ensure and fully

guarantee the promotion and protection of the right to health, territorial rights, freedom from all

forms of discrimination and violence, and other rights enshrined in international treaties.

II. HEALTH

Accelerate progress towards universal access to quality sexual and reproductive health

services and fulfillment of sexual and reproductive rights

Pending the final resolution of the Supreme Court on the constitutionality of our landmark

Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012, we shall continue to undertake

initiatives to strengthen existing interventions to improve the access of women to quality sexual

and reproductive health care services and commodities. Within the Universal Health Care

(KalusuganPangkalahatan) framework, institutional capacities among government and the civil

society organizationsare being mobilized and enhanced to a) ensure financial protection of the

poor in accessing sexual and reproductive health care; b) improve health care facilities and

systems; and c) accelerate initiatives to achieve health-related MDGs with emphasis on

improving maternal health. We shall continue to support and respond to the call to: a) improve

access to high quality and widest range of family planning information and services; b) eliminate

preventable maternal mortality and morbidity through universal access to quality pre- and post-

natal care, facility-based delivery, skilled birth attendance, and emergency obstetric care; and, c)

improve policy and programs for ensuring universal access to HIV information, education,

counseling, voluntary and confidential HIV testing, antiretroviral therapy, and protection of

people living with HIV from stigma, discrimination and violence.

Protect and fulfill the rights of adolescents and youth to accurate information,

comprehensive sexuality education and health services for their well-being and lifelong

health
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The country is alarmed by the increasing incidence of adolescent pregnancy (from 6.3 percent in

2002 to 13.6 percent in 2013) that exposes young people to health risk as well as concomitant

psycho-social consequences. More than ever, this call for the provisionof age-appropriate, life

skill-based, gender-sensitive, and comprehensive sexuality education and health services that

enables them to make informed decisions especially about their sexuality.

III.PLACE AND MOBILITY

Building sustainable cities and reducing inequality resulting from population mobility

Recognizing the phenomenon of rapid urbanization in the country, the government is

consolidating efforts to make a platform for effective and sustainable urban management. Under

its existing Urban Development and Housing Act, the national government recognizes the need

to fully capacitate local government units to optimize the opportunities offered by urbanization

and to address its concomitant socio-economic consequences. Appropriate policies are being set

in place to: a) support people's right to move internally and provide equal opportunities and

access to social protection, basic services, employment, and use of natural resources; b) fulfill

the need for housing and support infrastructures; c) establish effective database on the needs of

migrants' and local residents' for use in planning and policy development; and d) facilitate

linkages between urban and rural areas.

Promote and protect the rights and wellbeing of overseas Filipinos

The country recognizes the significant contribution of our more than 10 million overseas

Filipinos to the national economy. We shall continue to improve our policy and program

measures to optimize the economic gains from this phenomenon and to mitigate the social cost

the overseas Filipinos have to bear. To this end, vigorous efforts will be made to a) to provide

information and services that would promote making informed decisions concerning; b) protect

the rights of the migrants mainly through forging of favorable bilateral and multilateral

agreements; c) facilitate human development of migrants through appropriate support services in

their country of destination; d) optimize the use of the economic contribution of migrants to

include protection and wellbeing support to their family left behind; and e) create effective

reintegration program for returning migrants.

IV. GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY
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Integrate population dynamics in all development initiatives particularly in climate change

adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management strategies

The current population outcomes and processes in the country continue to derail full human and

socio-economic development in the country. Within this context, the Philippines shall pursue

initiatives that would strengthen national capacity to generate, disseminate and effectively use

demographic and socio-economic data in local, regional, and sectoraldevelopment planning and

policy development.

The integration of population variables in climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction

and mitigation strategies in the face of the recent catastrophic events in the country is also a

critical strategy that needs to be pursued. In relation to this, we would like to take this

opportunity, in behalf of all the Filipinos who have been adversely affected by the Typhoon

Haiyan or Yolanda, to express our most heartfelt gratitude to the country members and

organizations of the United Nations who have extended their aid and support to the relief and on-

going rehabilitation of the affected Filipinos in the calamity areas. Your unconditional and

generous assistance have provided them with inspiration and hope in rebuilding their lives. For

this, we shall be forever gratefulto you as a nation.

Mr. Chairman,

Now that we have reached twenty years of implementing our commitment to the ICPD, we

recognize that there remain significant challenges that we have to address. We make special

regard to the challenge of promoting sexual and reproductive rights in the country.

Lastly, we recommend the inclusion of the issues and recommendations of the ICPD Beyond

2014 Global Report, the APPC Declaration, and the recommendation stated in this Statement in

the Post-2015 Development Agenda. We call for the review of existing institutional and

governance mechanisms for addressing global issues. We also express our support for the ICPD

Beyond 2014 Monitoring Framework as a basis for national and global reporting on progress that

can enhance the review and appraisal of implementation of the Programme of Action functions

of the General Assembly and its commissioned bodies including the Commission on Population

and Development.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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